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(ZEE) The present study aims to examine junior high school students’ L2
amount during classes where preservice teachers taught English as a foreign
language in Japan. Twenty preservice teachers’ contributed their teaching
demonstration classroom recording to the accumulation of the data over four
years. We collected 3,689 teacher L2 (English) turns 1,618 student L2 turns.
The descriptive summary showed that the mean teacher mean turns was
184.45 (SD = 124.51) and that of the students was 80.9 (SD = 56.31). The
correlation coefficient turned out to be 0.36, indicating there existed a weak
correlation between the preservice teacher L2 use and their students’ L2
turns. The amount of the preservice teacher L2 did not generally seem to
trigger their student L2 turns. However, when examining the students L2
amount based on the sustained turn measurement; ultra-minimal (one or two
words) using the Chi-square test, minimal, or sustained that Spada and
Frohlich (1995) developed in their communicative orientation of language
teaching observation scheme (COLT) Part B, the student minimal L2 turn
quantity significantly exceeded that of the ultra-minimal turns (p=0.0000).
Also, the more L2 turns the students exhibited, the more minimal L2 turns
were observed (the correlation coefficient =0.95). The results suggested that
the preservice teachers’ L2 use does not necessarily affect the amount of
their students’ L2 production, rather the quality of the preservice teachers’
speech.
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